
I spent a few enjoyable hours with Colin Stone recently at his home in Farnham.  Colin holds a vast 
collection of articles, newspaper cuttings and general memorability from his time as an active member of 
Farnham Road Club back in the 50s 
 

 
 
Current members will know the surname Stone from our Cup the Ketteringham Stone.   Colin’s brother 
Gordon was killed when only 24 fighting in Korea in September 1952.  Bob Ketteringham is the other name 
on the cup and is in memory of another club member who was killed aged 22.  Bob was killed whilst 
bringing in his officer who had lost a leg in action.  In his early life Bob had received the Scout medal for 
bravery for rescuing a person from drowning in the River Wey.  Both Gordon and Bob were enthusiastic 
members of our club.  Funds totalling £30 were raised from members of the club and the trophy was 
presented by the mothers of Gordon and Bob to the then Chairman Bill Othen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It is difficult to do the vast collection of newspaper articles justice on a web page so I have selected a few 
pieces of information and what I would like to do is arrange for the articles to be copied and placed in a 
folder for members to read through on request. 
 
There was a long write up in the Herald in the year of our silver anniversary 1954.  This was in the heyday 
of cycling so the dinner attracted 126 club members including guests from other cycling and athletics clubs.  
The club at that time was winning most competitions in this area and the Chairman felt the need to warn 
members against any feeling of cockiness as the club had done so well.  Sadly, there is no need to repeat 
the warning at the current time.  It is also worth noting that club members covered 14,878 miles in open 
events.  They had to postpone one club ride because of snow!  I also notice that they used Glen Lea a hill in 
Haslemere that some of us know with a very steep rise at the top.  Perhaps we should consider using it 
again on some of our hill climbs. 
This was the year that Colin Stone along with George Pound set the Farnham – Portsmouth – Farnham 
record on a tandem that they borrowed for the occasion. 
 
Another annual dinner this time from 1961 appears to record a successful period in our clubs history.  Here 
the speaker on the evening congratulates members and their guests on having achieved 32 years as a club 
and wonders whether we will make it through another 32 years.  Well yes is the answer to that as we are 
now approaching 100 years as a successful club reaching this anniversary in 2029.  This dinner saw our long 
time member and 1 million mile world record holder Russ Mantle picking up The Herald 25 Cup.  I notice 
that Colin Stone was the Secretary and proposed the health of the guests and that Frank Mills (who was 
president of the club when I first joined back in the 80s) was the timekeeper.  They appear to have had a 
good evening.  Back in those days members not only danced but entertained guests by conducting 
challenges.  One such being the first to be able to blow up a bicycle tyre by mouth until it exploded!  One 
wag cheated by burning a hole in it using his cigarette.  All this was recorded in the Herald. 
 

 
 
It was during one of these dinners that Colin Stone met his wife Heather who was the daughter of the 
Town Mayor who had been invited as a guest to our dinner.  The rest is history! 
 
 



There is an interesting article in March 1961 written in the Surry and Hants News that records the early 
history of the club and bemoans the unacceptable level of car use.  They worry that the young people have 
discovered the joys of motorised transport and will surely lose the love of cycling leading to fewer 
members of Farnham Road Club.  Well in some ways the authors Noel Elms and Colin Shea (Noel Elms was 
FRCs 30 to 50 mile champion of the time) were right.   However, here we are some 60 years later still 
enjoying cycling and I would hasten to add that the number of vehicles of all shapes and sizes has grown 
somewhat since they penned this article. 
 

 
 
Another newspaper report sees our club organising a very popular series of time trials and circuit races 
over a Whit Sunday.  This was a big event as it attracted the competition record holder Paul Bennett of 
Barnet CC who recorded an impressive 57 minutes and 7 seconds for the 25 miles.  Not only was it popular 
with riders but is attracted 600 spectators!  The third category race (not so quick riders) included some 
names that will be familiar to you all.  Geoff Quinnell who sadly passed away a few years ago was going 
very well but sadly had mechanical problems and dropped out.  Our own Jim Brown who can be seen out 
with his watch every Tuesday evening and on our open events was dropped by the bunch and gracefully 
retired at the half way stage! 
 

 
 



The 2nd June 1969 edition of the Farnham Herald records another very successful Whit event using the 
Eelmoor Plain at Aldershot.  The fast man of the day Joe Mummery of Barnet Qunita (the strongest team in 
the country at the time) took 1 minute and 6 seconds off the previous record.  Sadly they didn’t record his 
time in the Herald.  There were over 300 competitors and 1,600 spectators.  The event made national 
news.  Our own Geoff Steer finished the 20 mile event in a very credible 4th place. 
 
Whitsun 25 past winners 

 
 
 
As well as the hoard of newspaper articles Colin has saved some start sheets. 
 
One that caught my eye is for the event to be held on 6th June 1965.  The Whitsun 25. The first thing to 
note is that the prize money was not bad at all.  First prize was £6 which in todays money is £106.82.  We 
tend to pay about £20 for first place these days!  If you went on to ride under 56 minutes and break 
competition record you would pick up £30 = £534.09.  Eye watering amounts of money!  Back then we 
charged spectators 1/- for the start sheet – there’s a thought!  
 
Our own Jim Brown was off number 1 as is the tradition.  Jim claimed a best time for his entry of 1.06.18 a 
very respectable time back in 1969 in fact several of us would be pleased to record that now and we are on 
far better bikes than Jim had at his disposal. Other members of FRC on the start sheet are G. Steer, Russ 
Mantle off number 55 with a fastest time of 57.10.  As was the habit of the day the event started at 6.01am 
(and some people have moaned to me that my start time of 7.30am for an event that I am organising is too 
early) and they had a full field of 120 with two road races one of 100 and one of 50 in the afternoon.   
Those were the days. 
 
  



 
 
 
25 Mile TT Results 1967 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
12 Hour Results 1954 

 
 
 
 
  



 
Farnham Pursuit Team 1967 (Geoff Steer, J Galagher & Geoff Quinnell) 

 
 
Geoff Steer & Ron Wickerson 

 
 
If anyone is interested in reading through more of these articles let me know and we will get copies to you. 
Paul Charman 
June 2022.  
  


